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Jennifer Siebel Newsom leans against husband Gavin Newsom at a rally starting a campaign bus tour. 


Why Newsom wants 
to face GOP rival in fall 


By John Wildermuth 


Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom 
suggested Tuesday that California 
Democrats might be better off with 
a Republican running against him 
on the November ballot for gover- 
nor, rather than dealing with an 
expensive, Democrat versus Dem- 
ocrat battle. 

Newsom, who is running first in 
the polls, dismissed complaints 
from his Democratic opponents 
that a Republican on the top of the 
ticket in the fall would bring out 
GOP voters and make it harder for 
his party to flip targeted congres- 
sional seats and retake the House. 
And he passed up a chance to 
disavow an independent campaign 
on his behalf, funded by labor 
groups and Blue Shield of Califor- 
nia, that Democratic candidates 
say is promoting San Diego Coun- 
ty businessman John Cox, one of 
the two main Republicans in the 
top-two primary. 

With a no-hope Republican 
running against Newsom for gov- 
ernor in November in a deep-blue 
state like California, the party 
could focus its resources on win- 
ning those Republican-held con- 
gressional seats, Newsom said. 

As a candidate for governor, 
supporting Democratic congres- 
sional candidates would be “more 
difficult when you have $100 mil- 
lion coming at you,” Newsom said, 
an amount of money he insisted 
was possible in a Democrats-only 
general election for the state’s top 
job. 

Democrats shouldn’t worry that 
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Antonio Villaraigosa is supported by a super PAC that has raised 
more than $17 million to back his run for governor. 


Groups’ roundabout 
support for candidates 


By John Wildermuth 
and Joe Garofoli 


In California’s murky world of 
super PACs, just because a group is 
supporting a candidate doesn’t 
always mean that’s who its money is 
promoting. 

These groups — which are pro- 
ducing much of the political ad- 
vertising that’s filling mailboxes 
and video screens these days — are 
having an outsized influence in 
California’s primary. That’s because 
unlike a candidate’s campaign, they 


can raise and spend unlimited 
amounts of money. 

They do the dirty work of trash- 
ing opponents while the candidates 
get to keep their hands clean. That’s 
because, by law, these outside 
groups are not allowed to work with 
the candidates they are spending 
millions of dollars to elect. 

In the governor’s race alone, 
outside groups have collectively 
raised $29.5 million — more than 
any of the individual campaigns — 
and been responsible for most of the 

Super PACs continues on A7 


Mayor 
beefs up 
911 calls 
budget 


$8 million added to hire 
90 new S.F. dispatchers 


By Dominic Fracassa 


San Francisco Mayor Mark Farrell’s up- 
coming budget will include $44 million worth 
of investments in San Francisco’s emergency 
response systems, including much-needed 
funding to hire and train more recruits for the 
city’s beleaguered 911 call center. 

The 911 center, which is operated by the 
Department of Emergency Management, has 
struggled in recent years to meet the national 
standard of dispatchers responding to 90 per- 
cent of crisis calls within 10 seconds. Part of 
the blame goes to high turnover rates and the 
lingering effects of a 2008 hiring freeze. The 
center was the subject of intense scrutiny last 
year following a series of articles published by 
The Chronicle detailing the slow response 
times. 

On Wednesday, Farrell is expected to an- 
nounce that his proposed two-year budget will 
include $8 million in new funding, which will 
allow the Department of Emergency Manage- 
ment to train up to 90 additional recruits. Cur- 
rently, about 127 full-time emergency dispatch- 
ers work at the department, and six who are 
part-time. 

Officials say adding staff is critical if the city 

Dispatch continues on A6 


City tells Uber, 
Lyft to provide 
driver pay info 


By Carolyn Said 


Do Uber and Lyft stiff their drivers on wages? 

A legal push by the ride-hailing companies’ 
hometown of San Francisco could lead to the 
drivers becoming employees rather than in- 
dependent contractors. 

City Attorney Dennis Herrera subpoenaed 
the companies on Tuesday for records of driver 
pay and benefits, as well as their classification 
as independent contractors, rather than employ- 
ees. The move follows a groundbreaking Cali- 
fornia Supreme Court decision that makes it 
harder for companies to claim that gig workers 
are not employees. 

“San Francisco’s laws help ensure that em- 
ployers provide a fair day’s wage for a fair day's 
work,” Herrera said, adding that laws also 
guarantee benefits like sick leave, health care 
and paid parental leave. “We are not going to 
turn a blind eye if companies in San Francisco 
deny workers their pay and benefits.” 

Uber declined to comment. 

“Lyft has a long track record of working col- 

Herrera continues on A6 


Illicit pot growers 
are polluting state, 
even with new law 
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By Peter Fimrite 


The legalization of cannabis 
in California has done almost 
nothing to halt illegal marijua- 
na growing by Mexican drug 
cartels, which are laying bare 
large swaths of national forest 
in California, poisoning wild- 
life, and siphoning precious 
water out of creeks and rivers, 
U.S. Attorney McGregor Scott 
said Tuesday. 

The situation is so dire that 
federal, state and local law 
enforcement officials are using 
$2.5 million from the Trump 
administration this year to 
crack down on illegal growers, 
who Scott said have been bra- 
zenly setting booby traps, con- 
fronting hikers and attacking 
federal drug-sniffing dogs with 
knives. 

Instead of fading away after 


legal marijuana retail sales 
went into effect this year, the 
problem has gotten worse, 
according to Scott, who was 
joined in a news conference 
Tuesday in Sacramento by 
California Attorney General 
Xavier Becerra and other feder- 
al forestry and law enforce- 
ment officials. 

Most alarming, Scott said, is 
the increasing use of carbo- 
furan, a federally restricted 
insecticide so powerful that a 
teaspoon of it can kill a 600- 
pound African lion. The in- 
secticide is banned in Califor- 
nia. 

The problem of illegal grow- 
ing operations and contaminat- 
ed lands “is biblical in propor- 
tion,” he said. “The chemicals 
have gone to a different level.” 

The cartels, mainly from 
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burgeoning 
dynasty, but 
Curry & Co. 
still must 
get past 
Cavaliers. B1 


Datebook 


Jon Stewart is bringing his 
stand-up act to Clusterfest. E1 
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Staff shortages forcing Wine 
Country’s Terra to close. Cl 
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